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 UNITED STATES IS AGING, BUT
NOT EVERYONE

 Enlarge Source: Census Bureau, analysis by
Paul Overberg, USA TODAY

The national median age — half are older and half
younger — rose to 37.9 years.

 BIG CHANGES IN POPULATIONS

Census estimates for July 1, 2007, show major 
changes in white and minority populations: 

Counties that gained the most 
non-Hispanic whites, 2000-07:

Gain

Maricopa, Ariz. 263,103 

Clark, Nev. 125,294 

Collin, Texas 114,253 

Wake, N.C. 103,302 
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Among large counties, San 
Francisco lost the highest 
percentage of whites 
between 2000 and 2007, 
according to Census 
estimates.
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Demographic landscape shifts
across United States
By Charisse Jones and Paul Overberg, 
USA TODAY

White populations have declined in more 
than half of the USA's counties since 
2000, helping fuel a rise in the number of 
communities where minorities are now the 
majority, an analysis of 2007 Census 
estimates released today shows. 

The data reflect how immigration, a 
population boom among Hispanics and the 
slowing growth of an aging population of whites are reshaping 
the nation's demographic landscape. 

Among large counties, San Francisco lost the highest
percentage of whites — which the analysis defined as people
who are not Hispanic, black, Asian, American Indian or Native
Hawaiian — with that group dropping 17% from 2000 to 2007.
Cook County, Ill., home of Chicago, had the biggest numerical
decline, losing 215,535 whites during the same period.

Minorities made up more than half the population in 302 of the 
nation's 3,141 counties last year. Most such areas in the early 
1990s were centered in established metropolitan areas and 
border cities in the Southwest. 

Now, counties where minorities are a majority are popping up 
"all over the place," not just in areas where immigrants 
traditionally first settled, says William Frey, a Brookings 
Institution demographer. A continuing migration of African 
Americans to the South also is furthering this trend, he adds.
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Though whites are 66% of the population nationwide, "it's kind 
of a zero sum game. Hispanic and Asians are growing 
nationally and they can spread out," Frey says.
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Riverside, Calif. 96,012 

Counties that lost the most 
non-Hispanic whites, 2000-07:

Loss

Cook, Ill. 215,535 

Los Angeles 168,304 

Dallas 141,212 

Broward, Fla. 105,472 

Cuyahoga, Ohio 100,771 

Counties that gained the most 
minorities, 2000-07:

Gain

Maricopa, Ariz. 544,917 

Harris, Texas 541,115 

Los Angeles, 527,528 

Riverside, Calif. 432,185 

Clark, Nev. 335,504 

Counties that lost the most minorities, 
2000-07:

Loss

Orleans Parish, La. 190,037 

Wayne, Mich. 22,771 

District of Columbia 13,970 

San Francisco 12,660 

St. Bernard Parish, La. 6,133 

Source: Analysis of Census Bureau data by 
William Frey, Brookings Institution
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Because the white population is growing very slowly, whites 
leaving many communities are not replaced by other whites. 
At the same time, the white population continues to grow 
rapidly in many Sun Belt counties.

Counties in which minorities have become the majority during 
the last decade include Osceola County, Fla., which saw its 
white population drop from 60.2% in 2000 to 46.1% in 2007, 
and Riverside County, Calif., where the share of white 
residents dropped from 51.6% to 43.1%.

At least 10 counties are on the brink of seeing such change 
by 2010, Frey says. They include Clark County, Nev., the 
heart of the Las Vegas metropolitan area, which was 52.3% 
white in 2007, and Denver County, Colo., which was 50.7% 
white.

"It's this intersection of continuing immigration, a spreading 
out of that immigrant population into new areas and the 
relatively young age structure of the Hispanic population, and 
to some degree the Asian population" that is contributing to 
these ethnic shifts, says Jeffrey Passel, senior demographer 
at the Pew Hispanic Center.

The number of counties that are predominantly minorities 
likely will increase as white baby boomers retire from densely 
populated communities, says Mark Mather, a demographer 
for the Washington, D.C.-based Population Reference 
Bureau.

"For a long time now, we've seen the white population moving 
out of those crowded areas," he says. "With baby boomers 
now hitting retirement, I think that's going to accelerate and 
obviously the people who are replacing those exiting boomers 
are mostly minorities." 

Other highlights in the population estimates for July 1, 2007: 

• In more than a quarter of the 1,800 counties that grew from
2000 to 2007, Hispanics provided at least half of the gains.
San Diego County gained 161,000 residents, including
150,000 Hispanics. Hartford County, Conn., gained 19,600,
including 18,600 Hispanics.

• Blacks are returning to New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina.
The number of non-Hispanic black residents in Orleans Parish grew by 16.4% to 144,050 between 2006 and 2007.

• The Southwest is home to counties that have the nation's oldest and youngest populations. In La Paz County,
Ariz., 32% of residents are 65 or older. In Webb County, Texas, 12.8% of the residents are under the age of 5.

Share this story:

Posted 13h 48m ago

Updated 9h 29m ago E-mail | Save | Print | Reprints & Permissions | 

To report corrections and clarifications, contact Reader Editor Brent Jones. For publication consideration in the 
newspaper, send comments to letters@usatoday.com. Include name, phone number, city and state for verification.

Guidelines: You share in the USA TODAY community, so please keep your comments smart and civil. Don't attack other
readers personally, and keep your language decent. Use the "Report Abuse" button to make a difference. Read more.

You must be logged in to leave a comment. Log in | Register

4m ago

I just tried to mak a post but the censor wouldn't let me use the word fec es. I wonder if excrement is
acceptable?

Recommend   | Report Abuse

Yahoo! Buzz


